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Introduction
The Larger Context of the 

the 7-12 Curriculum.

● Historical Changes on World 
Language Instruction have been 
studied for many years in 
Ardsley:
○ Declining Enrollments
○ Possible FLES Programs
○ Other Trends
○ Changing College Trends
○ Cost/Benefits of options

● Focus on 7-12 Program
● Proficiency Model: Aligned with 

National Standards
● Introduction of the Seal of 

Biliteracy at the State Level
● Return to a NEW Larger Context
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DISTRICT VISION
Building on a tradition of 
academic excellence and 
success for every student, we 
cultivate passionate learners 
and informed global citizens 
who actively influence their 
world.



2 Major Changes in WL
In 2021, the NYS Board of Regents adopted revised learning standards 
for Languages Other than English (LOTE) and subsequently approved a 

name change from LOTE to World Languages. 
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Key Implications for our WL Department - Part 1

National Alignment
The revised standards are aligned 
to the national World-Readiness 

Standards for
Learning Languages ACTFL 

(American Council on the Teaching 
of Foreign Languages.)

College, Career, Civic, and 
World Readiness

Changes reflect 21st Century 
priorities as they prepare students 

to engage in real-world
communication while developing 

biliteracy and interculturality.
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Key Implications for our WL Department - Part 2

Language Learning

Focuses on what students 
know about the language 

(vocabulary, grammar, verbs, 
etc.) or what they learned 

ABOUT the language. 

Language Acquisition

Focuses on what students can 
do with the language or their 

PROFICIENCY in using the 
language.
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A)Novice High B)Intermediate Mid C)Intermediate High1
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World Language 
Professional 
Development 2A

Greg Duncan & Lea 
Kennedy
World Language 
Consultants

2B
Weekly Curriculum Hour
Weekly time to 
collaborate and continue 
learning together

2C

NYS Department of 
Bilingual and World 
Education
Offers free online live 
and recorded PD for new 
standards
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Recent Timeline of work with Greg Duncan

Dec. 2019
Proficiency Primer: 
What does it meant 

to be proficient?

Feb. 2020
Outline of 

Language Neutral 
Scope & Sequence 

Year 1-6

Spring 2021
Small PD setting 
up work for this 

school year

Oct. & Dec. 2021; 
Feb. & March 2022

Year 1 and Year 3 
Unit Creation

2A
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New York State 
Seal of Biliteracy
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THE NYSSB

The NYSSB is an award given by a 
school, school district or county office 
of education that formally recognizes 
students who have attained a high 
level of proficiency in two or more 
world languages (one of which must 
be English) by high school graduation.



▪The NYSSB is awarded by the Commissioner to 
students who meet the criteria established by 
the New York State Board of Regents and who 
attend schools that voluntarily agree to 
participate in the program.

▪The NYSSB is affixed to the student’s high 
school diploma and transcript and must be 
made available to students at no cost.

THE NYSSB



▪ To encourage the study of languages;
▪ To recognize the value of language diversity;
▪ To prepare students with 21st century skills; 
▪ To honor the multiple cultures and languages 

in a community; and
▪ To positively contribute to the district’s 

accountability score for ESSA.

WHY OFFER THE NYSSB?



▪ Currently, 40 states plus the 
District of Columbia offer a 
State Seal of Biliteracy.

▪ New York was second only 
to California to adopt this 
program.

Source: https://sealofbiliteracy.org/

ORIGINS OF THE NYSSB
The Seal of Biliteracy began 

in California in 2008.

https://sealofbiliteracy.org/


Next Steps for the World Language Department
Baseline Proficiency Data
We will be piloting the AAPPL 
proficiency assessment this 
Spring for Level  1 & 3 ONLY. 
This is non-evaluative.

Finish Year 1 & 3 Curricula
By June, French, Italian and 
Spanish Year 1 & 3 units & 
assessments will be finished.

Field Test - Year 1 & 3
French, Italian and Spanish 
Year 1 & 3 curriculum will be 
implemented

Curriculum - Year 2 & 4
During 2022-2023 school 
year, next two levels will be 
written using same process.
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Return to a 
New Larger 

Context
Questions to Consider 

Beyond the 7-12 
Curriculum.

● WL Option before 7th grade.
○ What models exist?
○ What are the costs and 

benefits of those models?
● WL Options for existing 7-12 

Programs:
○ 2nd Language in HS
○ Non-Western Languages

● Data Collection Points:
○ 4 Years of HS
○ Pursuit of Multiple 

Languages
○ Eligibility for Seal of 

Biliteracy.
○ College Trends


